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Children in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) face
significant challenges of equity and access to
quality education. These challenges are
compounded by an apparent lack of clear evidence-
informed policy making mechanisms in the region,
and a paucity of research expertise to generate high
quality research evidence to inform policy making.

Background

When referring to inequalities of access to
education, context is relevant as it is clear by the
pictures presented. There are significant challenges
in terms of infrastructures and location of schools
is SSA.
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Project Aims

This project is aimed to:

a) undertake research into the nature of
inequalities in educational access, experiences
and outcomes

(b) enhance research capacity and expertise to
address problems of equity and quality

(c) consolidate an active network of key
stakeholders for enabling research evidence into
policy and practice.

Role of Multidimensional poverty
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Ghana

Our analysis of UNICEF’s Multiple Indicator Cluster
Surveys (MICS) data on Ghana and Malawi shows
inequalities in school readiness skills among 3-5
year olds (see below). These early inequalities lead
to further disadvantages once children start formal
schooling.
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At primary school level, we found that poor
educational outcomes were due to effects of
multidimensional poverty. Analysis of participants’
responses revealed that household Poverty,
Accessibility Poverty and School Resource Poverty
hinder access to quality education and affect
children’s educational attainment

Educational
• School leadership
• Teacher practices

• Policies

Sociocultural 
• Aspirations
• Role models
• Cultural/
community 

practices

School-parent 
Engagement 

• Parental willingness
• School willingness

Apart from poverty, Sociocultural, Educational and
School-parent Engagement factors are key
influencers of access to quality education. We argue
that strengthening positive practices and
addressing undesirable ones can enhance access to
quality education.
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