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'Soft, irresponsible and weak' 

Posted at10:45 

Professor Tata says there are two issues, one is to reclaim the tough ground this is not a matter of 

opposing automatic early release, not a matter of being soft or kind to dangerous people, it is about 

being tough. 

The proposals to end automatic early release are "soft and irresponsible and weak", he says. 
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The best way of ensuring the public are safety is through managed supervised release. 

"You cannot replicate the world outside, inside." 
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Extended sentences 

Posted at10:42 

SNP MSP Rod Campbell asks Peter Johnston from the Risk Management Authority about the use of 

extended sentences and how feasible they are. 

Mr Johnston says "clearly it's a very useful disposal in appropriate circumstances". 
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Peter Johnston, Convener, Risk Management Authority 

"We do really feel the focus should be on the risk of real harm - this is what it goes back to " he says. 

Mr Johnston also says "its horses for courses" and that there is a variety of sentences available and 

there is very good reason for this. 
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'Incoherence and less clarity' 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/faqs/questions/bbc_online/sharing


Posted at10:40 

Professor Tata tells the committee: "This bill actually attacks the very part of the release system 

that is most justifiable." 

The professor says it will lead to "incoherence and less clarity" with prisoners who serve their full 

sentence no longer being supervised when they leave prison. 
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Professor Cyrus Tata, Professor of Law and Criminal Justice, University of Strathclyde 

Basically this bill will make the situation worse he says. 

"There will be litigation around this." 
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Tata submission 

Posted at10:37 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/faqs/questions/bbc_online/sharing


Professor Cyrus Tata says in his submission: "The proposals are said to be motivated by a desire to 

'help ensure public safety is at the forefront of early release'. 

"It is difficult to understand the logic of these proposals, at least on the grounds of public safety, 

unless one chooses to abandon the widely-acknowledged need to resettle long term prisoners while 

on licence because it helps to reduce the chances of reoffending." 
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Prisoner (Control of Release) Bill 

Posted at10:34 

The Prisoners (Control of Release) Bill seeks to end automatic early release for the following long-

term determinate sentence prisoners: 
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· sex offenders sentenced to custodial sentences of four years or more 

· other dangerous offenders sentenced to custodial sentences of ten years or more 
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Justice Committee 

Posted at10:32 

The Justice Committee is taking evidence on the which will end automatic early release for some 

categories of prisoner. 

MSPs are taking evidence from Professor Cyrus Tata from the University of Strathclyde and Peter 

Johnston from the Risk Management Authority. 
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They will then take evidence from Colin McConnell, Chief Executive of the Scottish Prison Service, 

John Watt from the Parole Board for Scotland and Phil Thomas from the Prison Officers Association 

(Scotland). 
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