
 
The Times (London) 

 

January 19, 2015 Monday  

 

Prison release plan 'puts public at risk' 

 

Kathleen Nutt 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/news/uk/scotland/article4327411.ece 

 

Ministers have been warned that plans to end the automatic early release of certain 

groups of criminals from prison pose a risk to public safety. 

The concerns have been raised by leading academics and relate to proposals to 

deal with sex offenders sentenced to four years or more and other inmates serving at 

least a decade. 

All long-term prisoners, except those on life sentences, can apply for parole halfway 

through their term under existing rules. They can be released under licence with 

supervision, otherwise they must be freed after two thirds, but also under the 

restrictions. 

As part of the Prisoners (Control of Release) (Scotland) Bill, offenders would 

complete the whole term and then be freed without supervision. Two lawyers have 

written to Holyrood's justice committee warning of the dangers.  

Professor Cyrus Tata, of the University of Strathclyde, said: "It is difficult to 

understand the logic of these proposals, at least on the grounds of public safety. This 

is when, after a long period of institutionalisation, prisoners have to adjust to life in 

the outside world." 

He said that after release they would have to find housing, work, or apply for 

benefits, and have to deal with the possible re-emergence of addictions. They would 

have to rebuild family relationships and could face former offender acquaintances, 

meaning they were at "the most risk of reoffending". 

Ministers were also criticised by Professor Fergus McNeill, professor of criminology 

and social work at the University of Glasgow. "To put it crudely, simply 'storing the 

risky' for a little bit longer doesn't in fact serve to reduce it - the key issue for public 

safety is the condition in and conditions under which people are detained and then 

released, not how long they serve." Kenny MacAskill, the former justice secretary, 

introduced the plan last year claiming it would increase public safety. 
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