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The revolution of information and telecommunication technologies, 
which started since the mid 1990s, has triggered unprecedented flows 
of capital, people, goods, and information between cities around the 
world and cities of the global south are not an exception. Many cit-
ies are acquiring geostrategic importance, positioning themselves as 
connected, competitive, and desirable places to attract transnational 
practices, international investment, and diversify economies. Within this 
new world order cities in the global south have experienced dramatic 
urban transformations that instigated critical questions about regen-
erating and retrofitting cities, international connectivity, international 
attractiveness, and the quality of urban life, among others.  

For this issue of Open House International interested scholars, academ-
ics, and practitioners are invited to submit expression of interests to the 
guest editors. Contributions must address cities and contexts in Africa, 
South America, South East Asia, or the MENA region. Issues of interest 
include:

•  Representation, spectacles, and global city image
•  Culture, lifestyles, and transformations in housing typologies
•  Livability, diversity, and quality of urban life
•  Regeneration and sustainable urban conservation
•  Socio-cultural/socio-economic sustainability and the right to  
    the city
•  Squatter settlements and informal urbanism
•  Gated communities and cities within cities
•  The spatial practice of migrant communities 
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