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Overview

Care 

Care has 
great 

currency in 
primary 

education

Internationally 
relevant

Political 
exhortations 
often militate 
against care

Consider this 
from an 
English 

perspective



Discourse and discourse (Gee, 

2012)

discourse: ‘stretches of language which 

“hang together” so as to make sense to 

some community of people, such as a 

contribution to a conversation or story’ 

(112)

Discourse: ‘distinctive ways of 

speaking/listening…coupled with ways of 

acting…so as to enact specific socially 

recognizable identities…’ (152)



Positioning Theory

Micro

Day-to-day perspectives 

of discourse

How ‘we come to take up 

certain identities…’ 

(Drewery, 2005: 306)

Selves as located in 

conversations in jointly 

produced storylines

Macro

Discourses constitute the 

individual position from a 

number on offer

‘Discourses make 

available positions for 

subjects to take up…in 

relation to other people’ 

(Holloway, 1984: 233)

Discourses provide 

‘meaning’



Merging the two

Macro MicroPosition 

call



The position call

Discourse provides positions…individuals 

take up, modify or reject in relationship 

with others

‘thus to be positioned agentively is to be 

an actor in a web of relationships with 

others who are also engaged in co-

producing the conditions of their lives’ 

(Drewery, 2005: 315)



Performance

Performativity: ‘…a 
technology…[that] 
encapsulate[s] the 

worth quality or 
value…’ (Ball, 

2000: 1)

A 
Discourse…about 
what can be said 
and thought (Ball, 

1990: 2)



New Labour

Every Child 
Matters (DfES, 

2004)
High expectations: 

the ‘standards 
agenda’



The position call

‘The 
performance 

of care’

Standards 
agenda

Ofsted

The 
‘whole 
child’



The Coalition

‘Renaming’ 
and 

‘rebadging’

Changes to 
Ofsted

The use of 
performance 

data



The position call

‘The excising 
of care in the 

face of 
performance’

Quantitative 
focus

Ofsted

The 
academisation
of education



Children and young people

Support for education as a right (EC, 2011)

Access to quality education viewed as important

Pressure to perform educationally

A sense of educational urgency (Chamberlain et al, 2011)

Pressure from school to succeed

High expectation sometimes fuel negative feelings…but a 
sense that teachers ‘care’

Reduced time and scope for play (Kapasi and Gleave, 2009)

Education policy skewed in favour of success driven 
mechanisms

However, meritocratic processes seen as the best way to 
allocate school places.



Conclusion

Individualisation and de-holistification of 
education by successive policies: 
marketplace assumptions

Unsurprising in neoliberal times!

Tensions expressed by both teachers and 
pupils:

To care or not to care: pastoral role and PSHE

The positioning of ‘the pupil’ and school access

Calls position both education and those within in 
terms of care.


